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How different will the world of 
2050 be compared with today? 
We can’t know, but we can pro-

ject some possibilities based on what 
is happening now. This can shape our 
prayers.
Some projections for 2050: 

•  One third of the world will still call it-
self ‘Christian.’ 

•  Islam will grow fast (because of high 
birthrates) and will become almost the 
same size as the Christian community.

•  Every other faith community – Hin-
dus, Buddhists, followers of Chinese 
religions – will be a smaller slice of the 
population than today.

•  The non-religious part of the world will 
also shrink because of low birthrates.

•  There will the same number of un-
der-15s as there are today (around two 
billion), but over-60s will climb from 
under a billion today to more than two 

billion in 2050.
•  Half the world lives in a city today; in 

2050 that could be two-thirds.
•  Four out of ten Christians will live in 

sub-Saharan Africa, and eight out of 
ten will be from the Global South.  The 
growth or decline of a faith communi-
ty is mostly due to birthrates and not 
conversions.

How will the world be different in 
2050? Apart from all the unknowable 
things (including plague or war or 
mass turnings to Christ) it looks like 
the Church should expect a world with 
many more Muslims, elderly people 
and city dwellers.

 Christ has been building his Church 
for 50 generations. Pray that in this com-
ing generation the Church will grow wid-
er and deeper than ever before.

The future Church

The burden of poverty has eased in the last 
20 years. Mother and child health, take-up of 
primary education, and access to clean wa-
ter and electricity have been transformed in 
most countries. Deaths from malaria have 
halved, and the AIDS epidemic is being 
tamed. But this follows decades of stagna-
tion. Africa is still the poorest continent. 
Thirty-seven of the world’s 40 poorest coun-
tries are African – a lingering injustice.
Africa’s youth are a fifth of all the young peo-
ple in the world and they may grow to be a 

third by 2050. These young 
people as disciples of Jesus 
could be a power for good; 
unemployed and angry they 
could be the fuel for civil wars. 
Africa’s Church is a light to 
the world. Already, one in four 
of the world’s Christians is 
an African. This could rise to 

four in 10 by 2050. In great prayer meetings, 
in faithfulness to the Bible, in starting new 
churches at home and overseas, Africans 
are changing the world.

 Pray for wise, honest leaders in every Af-
rican sphere, in politics, church and business.

 Pray for Africa’s women. More than a third 
suffer domestic violence, and they are de-
nied equality almost everywhere: in educa-
tion, health-care, employment.  
      Pray for a great turning to Christ in Africa’s 
many Muslim peoples.
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