
www.lausanne.org/buddhism

Buddhism is the world’s fourth largest religion.  
However, 86% of all Buddhists, Muslims, and Hindus 
don’t even know a Christian.
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Less than five percent of Buddhist heartlands 

have come to Christ during the last two 
centuries of Christian ministry.  

CALLS TO ACTION

UNDERSTAND

ADAPT

RELATE

Understand that there are many  
iterations of Buddhism, and be on 
guard against synchretism.

Adapt to the various iterations of 
Buddhism when ministering to 
those who adhere to them.  
Ministry styles must be 
determined on a case-by-case 
basis.  

Strive to build relationships with 
Buddhists, and to treat them as 
true neighbors.  Remember that 
minisry through example is an 
extremely effective tool.  

Some form of 
Buddhism is 
present in 125 
countries worldwide.

Some examples of Buddhist entities in the West include 
teaching and retreat centers, publishing houses, study 
groups, meditation groups, hospices, and bookshops.  
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In the name of the God of love, we repent of our failure to seek friendships with people of Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist and other religious backgrounds. In 
the spirit of Jesus, we will take initiatives to show love, goodwill and hospitality to them.                                                    - Cape Town Commitment IIC-1-B

Ministry to Hindus is 
challenging due to its 

variety of beliefs, 
practices, and 

subcultures, and thus 
needs contextually 

relevant mission 
approaches.  Hindus 

should be understood by 
their particulars as well 

as their religion broadly.           

The influence of Buddhist philosophy and 
worldview has spread globally, and has seen 
significant growth in the West since the 
1960’s.  It often mixes with other philoso-
phies and beliefs, a phenomenon called 
synchretism.  
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< 5%of the world’s population 
practice some form of 
Buddhism
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