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possible, i.¢., Scrip_ture_translatipp, the clie_v.elppmerllt _c()jf la.;eiracgvgg
educational materials, and thE_t].”i,’tll_l'l}fi:g o&élgd;f:g(}g: Szil :;Isw lp0 stu'dy
- immigrant minorities there will often be a need for som .
{ﬁl ﬂ?:] S%iietmiﬁbrit'y community, and produce spg;ctallzedhmatggazlrse%
services through which the Gospel can be qommumpa_ted. T e;t"e‘_; e
and continuing need for full-time specialist workers, suppork_e ndyeide.'
Christian fellowships that have set them apart for sgch '\ﬁor 2 ¢ ace
quately trained in the skills that ti)e task demands. This \;'1\ gen {n a)(]jldim
clude the study of linguistics, social an‘thr.opo_logy, ar_ld it:erac':y,_d 1 addl
tion to basics like theology, and the pr_mc_lple_s of evange 151111 an chure
planting. Such training is _(;ur_re_n_tly provlldgtc;_ by Iiil‘blei €0 e%est,it téndz
such courses as those of the Summer Institute of L‘mguxstlc];{,_ u tends
to be less. accessible to nationals of_non~Enghsh‘ §pt?fa éntg,'.o_.n -
developed, countries, Strategy_therc_:fore calls for specialized training
O idely avajtabile. _ . o
e mzrzlgigci}gndamemal —prob_iem, hpwcvgr, is the _l_agk of_vx‘smn “;1?1(1
drive on the part of the church to fulfill this aspect of 1t;s n_ns_sg)nn. This
may spring from ignorance of the need, ot from a 11.115(3 gs@nfnpw Oersohs
cerning priorities, i.e., that because rrli]norgl?;\%rigzp;:g);galelnczeré)) sons
ared to majority groups or the rban cente '
E%(\:i(;!rlllgf:dlri;ation is nJot vgry imperative —a rather low ‘prlonEy dtdbfi;::.elvrj
view of the clear teaching of the Scriptures th.at God s i}oEccbrnle L fox ov
ery man regardless of the size of the community to wh{g_ ? e oa“g t}ibes
R e e oo (Res. 7195, it 13 urgént that this assumption be
: s and tongues” (Rev, 7:9),1 nt th 4 n L
?231211):;?5%3; truth. T%e task of evang@iilzling mmor}tg rac:lalt gio§p3r1se¢:]r:
essential part of the church’S'requnmblhty, not less 1_mp0drtam C ) gand
than other forins of work, but of equal importance an ur%er} i,back
therefore to be carried forward at the same time. We ?;annot ?j rin Dack
from the task because of its extent, as if our resources vt;fere a eql.;;ta > for
only a part of what the Master bas given us to do. Rat e‘r v»l(]el m:ompirmd
forward, trusting in him who has called us to be with us, as he p .
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We believe that Christians in all parts of the world should. take the
following steps toward the evahgelization of these groups: .

a. Repent of our unbiblical attitudes in regarding them as inferior,
and of our failure to show as much concern for them as for-groups more
numerous or more easily reached. ' ! o

b. Ascertain the facts about such groups, hoth in our own countries
and in other parts of the world, so as to prayerfully determine our
responsibility toward them. = o ' ,

c. Set aside specialist (E-3) personnel to study the language and
cuiture of each group, and by close identification with them com-
municate the Gospel to them in a way that is relevant to their cuiture and
situation. Personnel sent to cross-cultural situations should, if possible,
receive suitable training - including social anthropology and social psy-
chology, with emphasis on the culture of the target group. (The above ap-
plies particularly to indigenous minority groups.) : .
~ d. Engage in local (E-2) contacts with individuals from such groups,
where possible. This could inclyde sharing with and concern for in-
dividuals within the home, choice of housing iocation $o as to facilitate
contact and involvement, and the provision of evangelistic and worship
activities geared to the minority culture as part of the local church pro-
gram, possibly with specialist staff. . - .

The resources required for the evangelization of all such groups
cannot be computed without fuller information, It seems certain however
that the number of immigrant groups. must be many hundreds, while the
number of indigénous groups still needing specialist workers Is probably
well in excess of two thousand. (The W.B.T. Ethnologue, 1974 edition,
lists 568 languages definitely needing Bible translation, plus 3,438 others

which may need this) o o '
 Resources currently available include specialist training for
workers among indigenous minorities offerad by.the Summer Institute of
Linguistics in Australia, England, Germany, and the U.S.A., with shorter
practical courses in a number of other countries, S

- We recommend that such .training and in-service help. be made
available .on a wider basis, to facilitate personnel from many countries
engaging in work among these groups. We also call for continued
research into the number and circumstances of minority racial groups
throuighout the world, as a means of stimulating action by the church on
their behalf. o o o '
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