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EVANGELISM AMONG HIPPIES AND
OTHER SUB-CULTURAL GROUPS

Ron Munstra

My, Munsira, the Hague, Netherlqnds, has
worked extensively with drug addicts,
hippies, and Jesus People for several years.

Writing about evangelizing hippies is not so easy since the word_snl:;pk;:im:
sub-culture, etc., have different meanings in different countries. ! r!;’d
pie-culture in the U.S.A. differs widely from the cuitur? in }'El,ni](w‘e:,It d
furthermore in our country (the Netherlands) today’s youtd]-c,u uri_
greatly differs from that of a few years ago. This is w_'hy it is harh‘ y I;Z:Sin
ble to compile an instruction boo.klet.for evangelizing among ‘1pp s
all circumstances. However, we will give you our own experllsmifs l]r;nds
paper. Our group has worked a%ongst young people in the Nether ,
i and the Ruhr area in Germany. .

Belgﬁ:}’oie beginning with evangelizing wqu shopld not be; dls?eai';leer;-
ed too soon. In the beginning we had one disappointment atter ar‘n'() té
We knew nothing about hippies or drugs, we only had a corrtl)passloéi?n_
heart, The youngsters we took in our home at first seemed tol ? mor in
teresied in a warm bed and a good meal, than in the Gospel. tw&;s 10
until a few really converted people from that s‘u_b-culture qarrtl; (l){inci
fully prepared to serve the Lord, that we saw positive results in this

of work.

Initial needs o
One of the first requisites when a hippie accepts the Gospel Is to

i f his environment, otherwise he will never be able to
gr(;‘:lz thhi? bng:ls? of his former life. A rect_:ption center, therefore, rr}11ust tgﬁ
available. If the hippie is an addict he will have to be freed f}"u;n ::15:5 -
diction in the first place. It sometimes happens that a person 15'&(;;33% 2
result of a single prayer, but more often than not the person w;1 have 10
go through a weaning period. We believe that, for a person v;f ?1 a‘i <
cepted Christ, the best way to get rid of drugs is by way of t ed' %e
turkey” cure. This is the only way to get absolutely free from rréz 1?5 "
since in many instances the medicines (drug§) given to drug 2; lC(
free them of their addiction have an enslaving effect themse \_fﬁf gé)grﬁ,
methadon), or make the patient drowsy (vahumy,’ Librium). lfx quiet ¢ om
is required for giving a person the “cold turkey™ cure, as this cure Dreat
brings with it paranoidal symptoms. Very often the patlefnt ;shm ‘;gc()ld
pain. Someone has to watch by the patient constantly, 01;1 t eh eold
turkey” can be dangerous. It has happened that an addict has 1?':‘ n
prison when his supply of drugs was suddenly stopped. In suc hafc::;t }:Che
stage a Christian can pray to the Lordl,l bu:llf:}erhas net enough fai

it that he can always call a doctor, ‘ o
Shouigezz‘intg \lat'attch over a patient is also necessary since the gatleflt ]
body, during this “kicking-off” period, pccamn‘)naliy yearns fOI:I" h{u%b s:;
much that he cannot but run away to satisfy this sirong desire. This do
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not mean that the addict does not “want” to get freed, and so for his own
sake he should be stopped at all costs. We have often experienced that we
could not hold him — at this stage an addict often has the strength of 10
men — and so we went down on our knees to ask the Lord to do. it for us.
And soon the runaway would come back very quietly. It is then that we
see how mighty the Lord is. It is of great importance to tell and addict
from the very beginning that it is Jesus who can help him, and to teach
him how to pray. Very often such a'desperate prayer is answered by the
Lord in a wonderful way and the addict knows that Jesus lives and that
praying really helps. : .

The “cold turkey™ is only the beginning. The former addict will
have to begin a new way of life, This is not at all easy for though he has
been taken away from his old circle, very often his old life exerts an ex-
tremely strong pull. His otd friends will do everything in their power to
get him back to the “scene.” Moreover it will not be at all easy for him to
resist the temptation to take drugs. -

Joining a group V _

The best surroundings for receiving an ex-addict is a group of
young people of his age who positively serve the Lord. Here he meets
conviviality, real friendship, love, a kind of a home. This is very impor-
tant, for the background of many addicts is a lack of love. The former ad-
dict will feel happiest if there is a person in the group or among its
leaders with whom he can get a special relation of trust, In the beginning
this trusted friend will be most important to him, but it is the main task of
this friend to point to Jesus, so that He will take the friend’s place more
and more, :

" Further, the ex-addict will have to learn that he forms a member of
the group. At first, one is inclined to view the addict as a patient. This, of
course, is wrong. If you treat.him as a normal person and a full member
of the group he will not behave like a patient, but do his best to live up to
expectations, .o :

Anyone asking for help to get rid of his addiction is taken inte our
center. We give him a probationary period of three weeks. In those three
weeks he can “kick-off” and recuperate if necessary, and prove that he
really wants to start a new life. Then he will have to start working, unless
his health is poor. If he cannot work he has to be kept busy with all kinds
of odd-jobs in the home. Those who have been addicted to amphetamine
(called “speed™), cocaine, etc.,.can best “kick-off” while at work, since
they have to get rid. of an enormous quaatity of unnatural energy. To be
busy at work is most important for ali ex-addicts as it takes their thoughts
away from their former life; and because they now can provide for them-
selves they need not be dependent on others. _ :

The best way to help a newly converted person: is to make him share
his experiences of the Lord with others. More and more, it has been our
aim to bring young pecple to discipleship, for discipleship is the only way
to save a person permanently. The sooner a convert has learned to-do
something with his newly found faith and finds that his faith is confirm-
ed — e.g.; when he sees that former friends to whom he has born a wit-
ness, have accepted the Lord or when his prayers have been answered —
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the more his longing grows to experience the working.of the Lord and to
give up all the things that stand between the Lord and himself. Each
member of the group must learn to build up a personal relation to the
i ord and should not be afraid to bring his faith into practice. By this the
group has become most important for this work. If an ex-addict is having
a difficult time he can turn either to the leader or to his friends in the
‘group for a talk or for prayer. : :
“ 1t is essential for a group that there are a number of positive young
people who actas a foundation to the group. They have to set an example
.of living with the Lord, they imust be able to help when sofneone in the
“group has problems, and they must have a good relationship with the
_staff. These positive people have to keep their eyes on everything that
happens in the group. [t can happen, for instance, that there are a number
‘of negative persons {(e.g., sone ax-addicts who are not yet very strong
" spiritually) in the group who always stick together, which clique will
“easily pull down other “weak brethren.” Too much association among
“such brethren should be discouraged. It is better when strong persons
“take care of them and help them to grow in the Lord. -

Bible reading, Bible studies, preaching, and prayer are the bases on
which the group is built. It may seem strange 1o them, but many young
people find the answer to all the questions, which often have brought
them deep into trouble, in this old Book. To play up to a person, ‘“acting
popular” and gentle preaching have no effect at all. But the straight
Gospel appears to be & two-edged sword that cuts deep into the souls of
young people. Young converts, coming out of deep distressing cir-
‘cumstances, often have.a great hunger for the Word. By hearing and
reading the Word, the mind of young people is renewed, and their

. thoughts turn more and more to the Lord and less to the world. Other
things the group is doing for the Lord are edifying for all concerned.
When we started witnessing in the streets as a group, sucdenly everyone
experienced that when you hand out something of the Lord you receive

. much more in return, There was a new need to read the Bible, since it
proved that knowledge of the Bible is most necessary when talking to
strangers in the street, - S

Origin of the group o : : :

Up-to now we have talked about “the group’ and taken it for granged
that the group is so important, Now we will relate how the group was
born. Originally our aim was to work among the “hippies” -— whatever
that may be! There are no real hippies in this country however: we could
call them drug addicts, scene-people; or the like. We did contact them
and took them io our home, but results were poor. It was not until a num-
ber of young people gave their full time and attention to the job that
things started moving, We then contacted “hippies” and also an entirely
different kind of young peopte. These were boys and girls with leanings
to the “hippies,” but who hadn’t sunk so deep. Some of them had taken
drugs, most of them were still at school or had taken a job. They gladly
accepted the Gospel and felt it to be much better than the life they had
hitherto led. They did not need the kind of help drug addicts needed.
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They llv.ed at home, but attended the services, joined the group for wi
nessing in the streets, and frequented the center whenever thep coulv:iu‘
Gr;ldually more and more people of different backgrour?ds cam‘e
2:{5;1}31 ;a:il:gl 1:;1):1“ ;he sghm}ls, oldser and younger working-class youths!
' randparents. Since the grou ine :
different people, almost everyone felt at homf. Th}:: l';:(;);?g:a?s?“isr?telrn?’g
SJ:th?j: g;lfhiare in trouble ((lirugs or otherwise) and those who want to
work fo lea(;nso‘rddm}ld to receive practical training. This training entails
. carns in daily life to put into practice all that the Bible teaches.
ou z;r.e incorporated in the daily work and learning all its facets, e.g
g{rc\:a‘c ing, giving Blbler readings, praying for one anothier hclpin,g édt
icts, coaching the newcomers and the weaker members of the
visiting parents, etc. : ' PO Ie B
wd me ing the period of it]tgrnship,l the individual’s character is mold-
>d, ecause he has to live together with many people and has to take ag-
z:::ithogf :{¥:;¥i.gggsof tlljdem. In daytilrne everybody Has'to work, but in the
‘ . tion is paid to spiritual things. There is a A for «
e . al : . program for ever
ca%e a(;f (;h;rga:rlf, two normal services, Bible studies, witnessing, pastora);
The people who are not interns belong to th y
They can come as often as they like and tfke pastgi;ogﬁ,égg;ﬁti’e:ourse.
lead We gave seen_that God does not give his plan to one person 0nfy (the
er),l ut wants to give to the whole group. It often happens that God
makes his will known to the staff, but at the same time makes it known?[o

some members of the groy . : .
group. group too; and this causes a unity between staff and

Conducting a “post”

o awg:tn Ehe mtTms have improved enough spiritually, they can be sent
te p a sett ement o.t our own “organization” in another city)
aturally not everyone is fit to lead a post. In the first place he has to bé
called, and he has Fo be a person who wants to know more and more
aboqt the Lord. This has to be so because he has to preach, give Bible
st}ldles, take_ pastoral care, etc. In all thishe can’t rely on an t’h'm but hi
Bible and his contact with the Lord. yihing Duthie
roomﬁg 1.s:s.':urt a post by renti‘ng a house th.at fits our purpose, It has to have
R ervices (a large living room will do) and it should be built in a
way that we cannot cause too much nuisance to the neighbors because of
singing during the services, A house in the center of the city is ideal. We
send a few people to the post who find ordinary jobs and to ether
the rIent and the other living costs. ® Py
_In }:he beginning there sometimes is a full-timer who is occupi
da:jly I:mth _eyangehzmg.and prayer; after a while everybody is wo‘rlﬂgg
a}? the spiritual work is done in the evenings and at the weekends, If
:hcre are converts at the posis who are fully prepared to serve the Lo}d
ey are sent to the center to be trained. People in need of help often are
sent to the center too. On the other hand, ex-addicts or people with other

problems at the center, who need change
Of some r
Bre posts tar neaiee g ¢st, are sent to one of
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At the center as well as.at the posts we found that a group needs a
father and a mother, The people we.are dealing with often have much
trouble and need someone with whom they can talk. Therefore every post
needs a girl who can de this part of the work and do also the other
domestic work, ‘

To found new posts is not only necessary to reach as many people as
possible, but also to keep the home-group alive. The home-group gets
new things to pray for every time a new post is founded. The strongest
people are sent away every. time, and this will force the people who stay
behind to be more spiritual and take a greater part in the work. Move-
ment and flexibility 1s necessary. For this reason we do.not have too
many written rules. Of course, there are some domestic rules, and we for~
pid ihe use of drugs and smoking in the house. We also forbid interns to
listen to music from their old life, for this can be propaganda for the use
of drugs. Sometimes music has left impressions during the use of drugs
that are evoked again when they hear the music. Other rules, as the Bible
teaches us, are not obligatory in the group. In Bible studies and sermons
the importance of these things is pointed out. If it strikes home (o some-
one he will live by it. :

One of the things we have not talked about is that the young people,

- who often come from a lawless, “democratized” atmosphere, must learn
to submit to leadership. There is no spirit of dictatorship in the group,
but everyone has to learn to accept the guidance of a leader. One of the
young men is in charge of every post and also of the main center. He
leads the group when they go out, organizes the work around the house,
and is responsible for all that happens. He can only be a good leader
when he himself has learned to listen to what the group has to tell him.

To return Lo the posts-center relationship: the ties between the posts
and the center remain sirong, because there is a fairly regular contact, as
weli in the numan level as in the organizational tevel. Several thnes a
year, mectings are held in the center. Evetyong from the posts can come
on such an occasion, and all the leaders will be there, Dring such

weekend gatherings, specialized Bible studies are heid, There arc ordi-

nary services, often bapiismal services are held, and there will be a com-
munion sérvice. The whole group will go out in the street together 1o wit-
ness and sing there, Between all this there is s lot of time for recreation.

During the weekends evervbody gets to know each other a big, old

friends meet again, and the converts from the posts feel that the center s

their center (oo, Apart from these weekend gatherings, which ofien are

held during preat feast days (like Chrisimas, Easter, Peptecost) or during
the school holidays, the leaders of the posts ofien come to the center to
talk things over or just to relax. y U :

Every wmonth the posts have to send their accounts io the center,
where the bookkeeping of the whole work is.done, During the hotidays
it is possible for those who are not vet interns, to stay.a while at a post or

{11 the center to learn more about the work., While there they are expected

to assist generajly, The leaders usually nevet stay longer iban seven

months at one post; afier that they switch to apother post or come back o

the center for a while. Once in a while, the founder of the work comes to

every post io preach. R
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Evangelizing hippies

‘ To reach the people, one has to evangelize of course, but there are
many ways to do that. You have to adapt the way of evangelization to the
people you want to reach. To reach hippies you have to go the pléées
w}rlere they are to be found. Most of the time we go there with some
tracts, and start tatking to a boy or a girl. We have learned that in Eur'opﬁ
1L18 no use to approach “hippies” with would-be hip slang. It will be just
ridiculous to them, because you are pretending to be someone you are
HOtZ le'l well-dresse_d s,}’l(?rthgued, middle-aged person tells a hippie that

Jesus is the best trip,” it will not be accepted. If there is no such pre-
tence, one stands a better chance of a good talk. '

) _A former addict or c_irug-user who has been converted and is
sptratual{y strong enough will be the best witness to his old friends. The
changes in his life, the happiness he has from the Lord, etc., will show
them that Yesus can help them too. ’

. A method of evangelization which reaches a great number of pedple
zjs or a large group to take guitars and other musical instruments and sit
thown to sing. Sitting down is very important because we are more visible
tf ;gld\ghgnl 'v«:e standd l::m_d there is no distance between the people who
§ nd listen and the group that sits and sings. ingi s thy
Sand and P gs. The singing attracts the
_ Whe? there are enough people standing around the group, one of the
group gets up and tells them about Jesus or gives his testimony, then he
;Ev1tf:s everybody to drop by our center or to come to a service During

¢ singing, some of the group hand out tracts and someti ‘

! C ¢ times
with people in the audience, s start a talk

When we cannot go with a group bi i

_ : p big enough to sing we nusuaily take
some tracts and hand them out to the people in the s :
comyemson e | peop e street and try to start a
; Apart from these methoc_ls of evangelization we often get invitations
rom schools, youth clubs, children’s homes and even the youth prison to
tell them about our work and our faith, and to sing.
X '”il”hf_: SIMgIng is very important to us, not only as a part of the service,
tm‘d so because we get a ot of Invitations by it, Naturally, everyone's
ei,st':mony must be affirmed by his personal attitude, and the fact that we
always have to bear testimony of our Christianity in word and deed

’ makes us feel how much we need the Lord.

These are our experiences in the work with young people. Though
we started that way we would never advise to aim at hippies .only We
j:)elz@ve tha@ i ig best to have a group of people with all Kinds of different
oackgr_ou{ms and ages in which everybody feels happy — a kind of ver
.la.r‘%e family. But this is only our opinion, and our éipeﬁence The Lorg
wiil do now things even in worl that is started. The onlv good x‘wax 1o do ¢
work for the Lord is to do it his way. TR




