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Politically, economically, and religicusly; Asia is the focus of the worid’s
attention today. Militarily, the East. and-West power blocs are:in-a dan-
gerous confrontation everywheré, ‘and we are:in the situation.of not
knowing when the confrontation will begin. The oil problem is making
ecofiomic sparks fly which -are-endangeringthe whole world economy,
Religiously, in Asia the pagan power of Buddhism, Hinduism, and Islam
are strong. But in 1973:in-8eoul, Korea; for-the first time in:its history,
occurred the amazing explosion of Hely Spirit pewer through the Billy
Graham-Crusade. And this happened lin-Asia. Doy e

But we must not: overlook the fact that in theimidst of:all of .this
movement the-farming villages of -Asia. both. pelitically and. ecenom-
ically, and especially evangelistically, were forgotten: and *passed by
Threugh the report of the Food and Agriculture ‘Organization:of the
United Nations (FAO) we know that the population of Asia‘in 1971 wds
2.1 billion ~ and 1.4 billion (67 per cent) of them were:farmers.: We
must pay attention to these .4 billion who live in a:cultural valley, and
without ever hearing the Gospel pass from this earth like a wide river.of
lost souls. '

1. The present condition of Asian farm: villages. SEREERT

In Asia there are twenty countries having a farm: population of 60
per cent or above, And in most of those countries the-farming people still
do not have any modern cultural benefits, Also, the farming technique is
tow, and the farming income is so poor that it is very difficult to compile
statistics relating to it. Not only this, but the differential betwéen city and
farming village in culture and economics is growing greater.year. by year.
In one couniry of Asia the farming population is 70 per cent: In- that
country the city dwellers’ yearly expenditure will average $90 per per-
son, but the farmers’ only averages $20 per person, The city dweller
spends 53 per cent of his money on food, but the farmer spends 85 per
cent of his meager funds-on food. This means that the farmer just barely
manages to eat. But-thisfigure. does-not mean that their stomachs are full.
The percentage of illiterates is- 30 per cent.in the cities, 60 per cent in
farming villages. This shows us how far from the civilized world they
are. .

1f we take an illustration from Japan, where the differential between
city dweller and farmer is smaller than other countries: among the wage
earners in the chief industries, the farmer ranks lowest, receiving only
half of the average wage for all industries. The production index of the

farming family in Japan comes to less than thirty per cent of that of the

city laborer. Yet the birth rate in the city is 2.9 children per married
woman, whereas in the farming villages it is four children per mother. In
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other Asian countries the average for city mothers is 3.5 children, and
for farm mothers six children. L

2.; The present condition of Gospel evangelism . _

{n the countries of Asia the farm villages.not only are given the cold
shoulder politically and economically, but are neglected in evangelism.
Christian evangelism in farming villages is confronted .by many obsta-
cles. Even in Korea where there have been many effective tesults of
Gospel evangelism, the farmers are still hungry for the Gospel.. Most of
the pustors.are in the citigs, and although several hundred students grad-
uate trom theological seminaries every year, there is still only one pastor
for every two to three farming village churches. This is one of the better
rural situations, because most of the villages of Southeast Asia still have
not even heard the Gospel. In 1971 I took fourteen students from my col-
lege and did research on conditions in the farming villages of Japan. This,
was in a farming area that could be reached within two hours by train
from Tokyo. In five days we researched 700 farm houses. We were very
surprised to discover that 97 per cent of those farmers had never heard
the- Gospel. ‘The other three per cent had heard through radio or by
receiving a tract when they had been in the city. The nearest church to.
that farming village was about a one-hour walk, and it was a-weak church
of about twenty members. Hardly any of those village children had heard
the famitiar song “Jesus Loves Me.” Sitting down in the garden-of one of
those farm homes,-and thinking of the billion-and-a-half farmers in Asia,
I couldn’t help but pray, L : :

3. The social organization of the Asian farm villages :

There are maay differences according to the country, but let us think.
in general about the social organization of Asia’s farm villages. In most
countries the farm villages consist of a group of thirty to:forty homes
formed into a community centered on the iand being farmed. The village
is occupied mainly in private production, but the community is orga-
nized in the same way we find in primitive sociéties. In addition to the
privately owned farm land, there is community or collectively owned
mountain, woodland, and water resources. Therefore there must be some
collective labor-and production, so it is natural for'the farming village to
have a very tightly knit' community character. In the nations where
agrarian reform has not been achieved, the character of the collective

- community is connected with the system of the absentee landlord. In

other words the vertical relations between landowner and tenants, and
the horizontal refations of common ownership and collective labor make:
up the basic stiucture of the farming community, One other-clement of
the social organization of the Asian farm village is the family system. 1n
America and Europe the family most commonly comprises husband and
wife and unmarried children. But the Asian farm family consists of all
members and the ‘position regarding relatives:is very complicated, In
Asia the idea is not that a man and woman get married and start a new
family, but that the woman marries into a family that already exists. In
principle, the newly married couple five in with the husband’s parents
and grandpacents. Thus in'the farming family the vertical household con-
cept (a line of descent from the husband’s ancestors) is widespread, and
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the more important retationship is not husband.-and wife, but parent and
child. The absolute power of the head of the family-and the importance
of lineal descent is the basis of the farming community structure.

We must understand the importance of “the home” which is ruled by
the strong authority of the head of the family as the center of everything.
“The home” does not iticlude only the members of the immediate family,
it also the house, furniture, family land, domestic animals, and even the
tools. And it includes all the past ancestors as well as the present living
members. Therefore “the home” is more important than the human
rights of the individual, and sometimes for the sake of “the home™ an iri-
dividual’s personality is ignored, and it is considered natural that a per-
son be willing to sacrifice himself forthe sake of the family. The lincage
and social standing of the home means that the family members are €x-
pected to honor the family name and conform to the family
CUSEOMS. o :

And even if the home starts a branch family, the head home is still
the center, and a “‘same family society” is constructed. Added to this is
the family connection on the wife’s side — so the circle gradually
becomes wider. As outlined above, the farming vitlage is a complicated
social structure made up of the land-relationship connected with produc-
tion and the blood-relationship connecied with the home.

4. Difficulties of farm village evangelism o

Every Asian country recognizes that evangelism in farming villages
is more difficult than in the cities; indeed, many feel it is impossible.
Apart from countries where for reasons of ideology or national policy
Christian evangelism is not permitted, I wani to list the problems of
cvangelism in- Asia generally. : :

a. Fach village has its own peculiar and historical tutelary deity, or
local god. For example, according to the survey of the Agriculture Min-
istry of Japan in 1970, 63 per cent of all farming villages had their own
village god. And 27 per cent of the villages had a god in cooperation with
an adjacent village. And only ten per cent of villages did not have a local
deity. Religiously speaking, the villagers are the parishicners of the local
god, and the chief home of the village serves as the chief priest. In addi-
tion to this traditional faith group, each home is a member of some Bud-
dhist temple because of the order given by the Tokugawa government in
A3, 1600, when the ban against Christians was given. They feel no con-
iradiction in believing both Shintoism and Buddhism. To people in this
kind of religious grouping, it becomes very difficult to receive a different
religion like Christianity. S

b. As explained above, the farm village is a strongly-bound com-
munity formed by land and blood relationships. They have been fused
into this closed society for a long time, and this makes them very
obstinate and exclusive, and they have a negative reaction o strangers:
they do not wish the latter to come into the collective commumnity that has
functioned well since the time of the ancestors. It is very difficult for a
Christian or a pastor to enter into this closed group.

The following survey will show how important their community life
is to them and how they will suppress the autonomy of the individual for
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the sake of the communit {

f the com y. In the 1963 survey by Professor F '
;{lc;}éyoﬁggweerslty mtofthﬁ consciousness of farmsc;rs in Okayallxlll;u;aflé;egf
ure, 62.5 per cent of the people felt they should sup it in-
aividual opinion for the sake of the ' o commenten 155 un-

‘ 3 : the peace of the community; 15.7
cent felt that it was better to ignore any pe ing ser cent re-
! th re any personal opinion; 6.6 per cent re-
g:;?:ii i;iieré; ;r:gs;v;)lpid express r}ohopinion; 13.2 per cent felg that -;1 p::—
: his opinion, if he felt it was correct; and 7 pe
had various other views. This means that 86.8 per cent of all thg ff{;lf:;;

people felt that for the sake of the community peace an individual should

Jiot express his opinion. This is village society in Japan. To become a

I o L .
é;rier:;; égﬁ&rﬁ::& fgralnzianc?) in s|uf.:h a social structure would mean
imediai _ s0R’S position i i
iext, it is very difficult fog a persr?n tolEZc;gln-fza: 2?1::?;1:%? "ich 3 eon-
€ The feudal;stig idea and family system that says it is natural that
‘a‘ﬁ 1nd’1’v_1dual and his opinion.should be ignored for the sake of the
3 ome 1:? generally held to in all farming v'illages of Asia. in this s;ysfem
e power of the head of the family is very strong. The income from th
famtiy mdustry (farm) is not considered as an individual’s income The:
EI;_:COITIC from the labor of the entire family goes into the hands of the‘heag
};1» the home. And no expenditure wan be made without his permission. He
as not only-complete authority over production and consumption, but
a,lso-.ove‘r the social life of the family members — cohcerniﬁ'g such tI; s
as enj;er:pg_school, marriage, and friendships. o i
_Against such a system, to convert from the ances  the
family to another one is the same as deserting the"E‘ll'?cfr?;r’z’u'l“ia;tgf'f(;léhe
I;)ﬁ:acomes ah sinner who ‘blackens the family ﬁame, Ibr'm‘g's sadness 3:5
ras;:;to the whole family, and makes them feel humiliaied and embar-
It is anticipated that a new generation with new educati ill gr:
Bally bring In a new system to the farming villages, But a?rtlh\zlijril;zcrilt-
ime C_Ihe farming viliages are very difficult compared to the cities,
fafmin;gh\]; icir;rg Asian country the econamic difference between city and
foming v ge 18 enormous. Not only is there a difference, but it is very
ificult for the farmers to escape from poverty. One of the great obst:
cies:itg rural evangelism is that the farmers are all poor. When the Cro‘ss ;
ieeic;ssesown 1tbdoes not grow, but not only that: the local village C}lt;il‘)ch
pove takeiré]s able to attain s_elf-suppm:ting status. This keeps evangelism
o t2} girrl(t)oé. The young evangelist tries very hard for a few years,
educatiolz]p 4 ed at the lack-of results, or for the sake of his children’s
tor b t,heefm?v;s to the Cmf where cgndltions are at least a little bee-
pm;ds us the 33 et haetl:)hee%g;ddsﬁchurch is unable to support itself but de-
¢ , after man i :
testimony, and becomes an obstacle to e{rgr?ga;?is?rfl.work’ s 1ot & good
that ttzt.]fm(fé]y, a perfnmai problem in farm village evangelism is the fact
(he village when they finish middle of high st e eys leave
‘ iddie or high s itons
?duca_ltlon,.or to findlwork. For them, there %s noczﬁgiréoorg itis?c;i: :;O?lfé
barml_.ng village which has many disadvantages and lacks cultural
enefits, therefore they leave the village when opportunity offers. Every
time I go to survey the farming villages I hear the older farmers co‘mplah{
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about losing the young productive power, The problem is really,
however, losing succession to the “home.” This is the same problem for
the village church. Even'if English classes are used as a means of getting
middle and high school young people to-come 10 church, within two or
three yearsall of them move away to' the city — and cannot therefore be
brought up to become pillars of the church.

5. Needed: a special kind of worker =

For the farm villages where the harvest is great, the Lord is seeking
and needs specialized workers. The farming village is certainly not good
soil for sowing the Gospel seed, establishing churches, and training
believers. Lntil now missionaries, pastors, denominations, and theologi-
cal seminaries have not been interested in this unproductive field of farm
village evangelism. But we cannot forget the salvation of 1.4 biilion farm
peoplé in Asia, Someone must take the Gospel to them. Someone must
carry God's Word — that gives joy, hope, and eternal life into these dark
valleys. These 1.4 billion are waiting for and really need God’s love and
salvation. o

The farm village evangelist must be a Gospel worker and at the same
time a leader of the farm people in many ways. First, evangelistically he
must know the Lord's pain of heart for these souls. Then he must be a
true friend of the farm people, and pray for them. Then he must be
qualified to be a leader of the farmers in many ways. o other words, a
leader of the farmers in technique, socially, and evangelistically.

More than ten years ago, a young Japanese evangelist got a vision of
rural evangelism and decided to go into a farm village. First, he learned
the technique of growing strawberries ot hillsides. During thé winter, on
the south side of a hill he would make stair-type raock walls and plant
strawberries in between them. The strawberries that were planted in the
fall would bear fruit just about Christmas and New Year. Since this
method did not need a hothouse or fuel for heating it was a very econom-
ical method. And since the strawberries were sold in a cold season when
therg 'was a high demand for-them, the profit likewise was very high.

After learning this technique he purposely went to a poor farm
vitlage far from the city. This village was very poor, so in the winter all
the men went to the city to work in construction projects. These were
people who could not get enough to eat without this seasonal labor, The
evangelist chose this village hecause land was cheap, and in order to ob-
tain good results in a place everyone thought impossible. Thus would
glory be brought to the Lord, and it would be a good example of effective
Gospel presentation. _ : :

At first he did not say he was an evangelist or even that he was a
Christian, But silently he made & new strawberry patch;and grew his ber-
¢ies. The farm peophe noticed this peculiar stranger and watched him
curiously. At Christmas he harvested marny fine strawberries, and made a
greater profit than any of the farmers could have imagined. They
gathered at his house and begged him to teach them how to grow strawe
berries in this way. For the first time, he told them that he was a Chris-
sian. He arranged thatif they would come-to hishouse every Sunday and
hear what he had to say, he would teach them how 10 grow sirawberries:
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Eou\tctﬁlatbz?ti:e \(riillafgehis Christian, and he is not only the pastor of the
, ead of the village. Mot only has is
results, but that village has bec , e e Bood
, by ome famous for strawb i
When I have gone into the vari i A
) ious villages of Jap:
farmers do not open their heart me 4 et when T stan
1 arts and talk to me at first. B
talking about cows and chi ey, ko thar Lo
ng. ckens, and when they. know tha
: ens, . L4 4
fggii)a?;;ct;lntihese subjccts, their attitude quickly changes and tllle;u;é;(l
em- various things, and come (o is an
e 0 each them vario ) me to talk about this and
y v open their hearts and listen to the Ge
say that if someone like me who i s o
- that 1f' someon _ § & pastor as well as a speciali
ﬁg;l;cxlrt!\éi:g mdtter;-c<)mes to live among ther they would glfdlc;iécsztei?rz
A ey say that with such a leader they would illin i
new .;”l}iz.’gﬁ sgucture with the church as thcyce:::ler pewilling to build 2
think that the ideal evangelistic wi for -
: he angeli orker for the farming vill
(s:}:l?;:llgi tk;?f:b;e:&to ;ncif,a%q the income of the farmers buiic'lgl.;ia1 tii?:
[ » and actually become one with them in thei ! nity li
He should plough and iiv ' erat with the faors
¢ and suffer and cooperate with fi
lou the f
and love their souls and lead them to the Cross. The farm viilagzgl?lzgfi,

workers who will touch th i : .
hearts. em skin to skin and communicate to their

6. T:elneed Jor special training institutes -
Farmi; ong as hulmar‘; 11fe continues on earth, farmers witl be needed
emerprEgsésae:lgeégnf;;(:maUng and hopeful industry from the viewpoint ofl'
t uance, according to how it is i
neither physically nor spi itus e haarm s
piritually a barren land, b i
hope and vision you ca At scivaiele
n have much suc Especi iri it i
Boron i o ou caa cess. Especially spiritually, it is a
insti::t?éigrtzs;;tggiifor fa;ming‘villlages are needed, as are educational
. ¢ such specialists. Of course we need
evangelism, not just consuliants and i i e or s for
: ' advisers or pion are si
farming village leaders. W D ot oo bty
: . We need people wh fi :
dedicate their lives f ; he salvation stsouln Thoy
( or the Lord’s glory and the salvati i
in order to enter into the farmi i e e e e
‘ ing villages they recei h i
education so that they : s, For imstanee. thoy can
y are armored on both sides. For i
Pt axton so tha ' s. For instance, they can
ques of farming, and when the animals i
‘ , . R als get sic ¢
treatﬁlhem along Iw1th the falrmers, and at that time evaﬁgeliz: they can
evangeliss(:;nt?oﬁtst:izn Counti‘l;S thire are already institutes for rural
purpose. For these I have several i i
let us form a mobile int i T Shocls st o
. ernational staff. This staff should consi !
. - . - i n“ ¢
Si\:&itlaﬂ spe_:cm]h;t in each of the main departments of farmi(;,ggISt l?(frd
culture, animal husbandry, veterinary medici ‘e i
also a specialist in evan is . £ rich oxperionce. Thi st
gelism, and pastor of rich ienc i i
would move around Asia, ¢ i i o vt T
¢ : , cooperating with natjonal listic i
stitutes, teaching high-level techni ini racieal ways,
s niques and training j acti
The graduates of these insti i D i e oy,
nstitutes would go into the farmi i
become local leaders and i Hle. with the chect o
evangelists. These peopl ith
the center, would form an e malke o et 28
he ¢ ew farmers’ movement, and make & i
tion in a central location to lead i i fointly porchastog peo.
i tra systematically in jointly [ i
ductive materials and selling agricultural prgducjts Y purchasing pro-




' LET THE EARTH HEAR HIS VOICE
630

Second, in one of the Asian countries an interlna:ména(l) J:gt;‘gﬁz
should be féunded and from the various countries selecte }{tural fartn
v O"l elists would study theology and aglvanced agricu | Loch-
Vﬂ]dge‘eyaggthcn o back to their own countries and become 1eaf( ers "
i di? irainingg school. Farm village evangelisx.n vx(1]l. n?t si;l(-:g;fa
f:flﬁifoﬁf a nativé leader: he can do much more thar a nlissionary
o _la:jnci. ould like to propose something like an intea;na_non‘al rura{

Thll'rsnr; a;‘{iance. We should call conferences of specialists }E?r&
eNangﬁl% from various countries so that rural eyangehsm n}lg X
Sonemore ffectively. This international organization would carry ‘mét
dpéfiariliztrzz E;t;u.dy and. plan for permanent evangelism. Suc?h:t ;;(r);;]::he
zgould be supported internationally. Again ancll aga‘;n Ei Ssaq;mj i for e

1.4 billion farmers in Asia we need o:gamzatloﬁ,_ ugrr B .
From now on is not too late. We must study and t. en carry
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REPORT

Secremry:Alfstai}‘“Keﬁnédy—- -

RURAL EVANGELEZA?E@N _STRAT?EGY

The small, but geographically representative group, which met to discuss
Rural Evangelization and to hear Prof. Cho's paper relating 1o rural Asia
was staggered. at the immensity of the:need, - =~ - - & .

Cho-stated that 60%. of the world’s population is-unevangelized. In
many-cases dile to social structures these people are very resistant to the
Gospel, ihough often the degree of resistance is not known gince the
Gospel just has not been. preached to them. One participant suggested
that what we need is a congress on rural evangelization alone!

There 'was much-appreciation of Dr. Cho’s excellent paper and time
was given o discussing the problems it highlighted and the suggestions it
made regarding evangelism through agriculture. RENT P

The usefulness of the institutions which Prof, Cho suggested bie es-
tablished was questioned by some. It was suggested that their effective-
ness would depend on whether they developed from grass roots and were
run by people with direct experience of church planting in rural areas.

1t was pointed out also that-married family men already acceptable
for leadership in our area would carry more weight if trained than an
outsider. Trdining should not be at university level for the people;

Another speaker referred to the difficulty in many subsistence farm-
ing areas of people leaving their land for more than a few days at a time
for training. From experience in Sri Lanka one participant emphasized
that -evangelists should know agricutture, but others felt there was a
danger in approaching evangelism through agricultural. development
where government was already heavily involved in this field: There was a
danger of competition and confusion especially if government was doing
the job better. - . - - : SR '

- Dr. Chosaid that there was this difference that whereas the govern-
meni‘peeple were doing it with cold minds the Christians were doing it
with warm minds and hearts. The scope for trained-Christians working-in
government agricultural ‘programs was noted, :

Since the group comprised people from five continents it was felt im-
proper to confine the discussion to Asia alone. In broadening the discus-
sion there was much useful interchange of ideas which are proving fruit-
ful in various situations. A participant from Malawi, where marny
workers migrate scasonally 1o South- Africa or Rhodesia, noted that a
very effective work of evangelization is done among these:men whilé they
are away from their villages. Men from:Mozambique where missionaries
have little access are reached as migrant laborers and then return Kome
to spread the Gospel. This contribution drew attention to'the fact that in-
dividuals from areas'which are resistant dueto family structures or. other
problems can be evangelized when modern life uproots-them even tem-
porarily. : : : s : :

This is seen also in Ghana where 80,000 people uprootéd in-the con-
struction of the Volta Dam are.being reached by evangelists who are
teaching them to become fishermen as-a new way of life. :




