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Since [-was touched by the Gospel in the university. fiftcen years ago, 1
have been-disturbed: by.several features of the contemporary church that
it.seems to.me do not adfust to the instrument proposed by God to take
the light to the workd: I:wanted from the beginning to be just a plain
Christian. Denominational differences have been for me, as.they are for
many who:seek the Gospel, a burden. The lack of unity between brethren
belonging to different organizations and their insistence on emphasizing
whatever separates-them, has always disturbed me very.much. You ¢an~
fiot find in:the body of Christ the unity required so “that the-world ‘may
believe” (Johm 17:2105 a0 o 0 s
- One of the: most relevart-distortions that 1 find-in the contemporary:
church is institutionalizatior, understpod as the brganic conformation of
the church to'a business enterprise medel or to a social club, To this you
must add the professionalism of the ministry, once clergy and laymen are
distinguished, with the consequent dependence .of the members ‘of the
congregation with respect to-the ministers in order to function as church.
The communication of the Gospel has.thus become the task of specialists,
with the risk that it may no-tonger-be the normal task and the privilege of
evary believer. On the other hand, isolation of the redeemed in church
buildings, does not allow them to-effectively be the salt of the earth. The
buildirigs for-the assembly, of the faithful have become a substitute of thée
very notion of church. ' : :
- 'Within such-a frame, the Holy Ghost finds very tittle freedom to
move. The Word of Life-does not-feach those to-whom it is addeessed;
and the life of fellowship between the bréthren is very limited. We do not
see-nowadays.many. Christian communities' of which they can’ say they
persevere unanimous every day as in the example of Acts 2:43-47. com-
munities wherethe fellowship in Jesus Christ reflects: itself in -inter-
family relations, in mutual help, in secular work, in service and in all
realms that give practical expression of our faith, - ‘ '

I find another hindrance to the extension of the: kingdom of God in
the marginatization of the church from-the contemporary world, caused
by institutionalization, by the absurd dichotomy between:the material
and-the spiritual, and by a wrong interpretation of what separation from
the world means, which we have adopted as an.excuse not to give a'per-
manent witness in-our work, in our social and. family relations, in our
responsibilities as-citizens, in the arts,-and: in sport. This other:worldly
position, qualifieéd by-a conservative ethic that we stress too much in our
message, has:made us lose our contact with reality. We do-not go to the
world to seek those for whom Jesus died, expecting-that somehow they
will ‘become. interested in attending our evangelization meetings. Cur
message sounds very strange:to:the ears of the.man without Christ, or
there is no response at all: because the message is not relevant.fo his prob:
lems.. The proclamation of the. Gospel fails-in being an existential’ wit-
ness. We do not take.advantage of our situation in the world where the
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Lotd has inserted us to be his witnesses. We are then.no longer sensitive
1o the opportunities of infiltrating in all sectors of contemporary society,
as a living testimony, giving freedom to the Holy Spirit so that our mouth
brings forth the abundance that should overflow our hearts (Luke 6:45).
T am quite worried about the emphasis given 0 evangelistic methods
by the contemporary church that this Congress reflects. it seems as if we
would insist in refining the model given by God for the exiension of his
kipgdom with means that do not produce the same impact not the same
result as the sitnple existential proclamation through personal and col-
lective witnessing of those that recognize that Jesus is Lord. I believe that
technological innovations, officient organization, the psychology of com-
munication and other contemporary ingredients have a lot to gontribute
to a wider and more effective spreading of the Gospel. However, 1
belicve that those are accessory means that eventually may reinforce or
complement, but that in no case should be a substitute for the methods.of
the Holy Spirit, spreading his gifts through men and women transformed
by his power in the context of daily life, and operating in muliiple ways
in the church, the life of fellowship being the evidence offered by Jesus
when He said, “By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another’” (John 13:33). o -

We need nowadays to depend more on God and on the power of the
Holy $pirit. The main motivation for our effortin evangelization must be

the compassion for those for whom Christ died, not the satisfaction in
statistics or in spectacular and snultitudinous meetings. If we are not able
to make disciples through our witnessing, to integrate them to fellowship
in our communities and to support them s0-that they will be witnesses
there where the Lord wants them, we will not be collecting the harvest
but spreading it. S

‘But thank God that in spite of our imperfections, the people of God
are growing. While traditional churches burdened by instiwtionalization
are mainly concerned with their doctrinal or methodotogical distine:
tions, in building impressive temples, and in preparing literature mostly
for internal consumption, the Holy Spirit is moving.powerfully among
the youth, among the marginal groups of society, within the traditional
churches and even in Bible-centered groups of Catholics, renewing the
body of Christ and extending the message of God spontancously to the
thousands that were not attracted by our meetings. '

The human categories that we have introduced in the church reflect
also in missionary effort. We find discrimination between servants of the
Lord of different nationalities. The professionalization of the ministry
has turned many disciples that should be proclaiming the Word into
spectators. The distinction we make between foreign missionary and na-
tive witness, as well as the distinction between clergy and laymen, has no
biblical foundation. We are.all sent by Jesus Christ to the world and we
have the responsibility to be witnesses in Jerusalem, in. Judaea,- in
Samaria, and in the uitermost parts of the earth. S :

On the other hand, 1 think that missions before they send a worker
abroad where he will probably have to-struggle against cultural and
linguistic barriers, should -make sure.that national workers are not
available, because often gationals are willing to serve but they . lack
financial and logistical backing in their country, There are probably
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