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in this way. You do not need to be clever or experien:ced. You do not
need to be an eloquent speaker, or capable of arranging your mat.erlal
in an orderly fashion. You just need to love the Lord, love your friend,
and talk to the one about the other, in prayerful dependence on the
Spirit, and then to the other about the one whom you have found to
be alive and able to transform you. If all Christians set about doing this,
they would not need much other methodology from the early church.
The Gospel would once more spread like wildfire.
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EVANGELISM IN THE EARLY CHURCH
M ichael G’reeﬁ

It [ were an Englishman I would mumble, “Good morning.” As 1 am half
Welsh and half Australian, 1 will use the greeting that the Orthodox
Chinrch gives to one another at Easter, “Christ is risén,” to which every-
one replies, “He is risen indeed.” That greeting captures the conviction
of the early Christians. Jesus is alive. That is the key to their evangelism.

Before taking up some of the. points you raised in your response
to my paper, I would like ro remind you of the main bones of what 1
wrote. I began by pointing out a dozen contrasts in evangelistic priori-
ties, attitudes and methods between the early Christians and ourselves,
These alone, if taken seriously, could transform’ the world Christian
scene. Just imagine what could happen if even half the Christians in the
world were happy, loving, bold witnesses to Jesus; if we really cared
for those without Christ; if our church life was so loving and warm that
men wanied to know our secret; if we chattered the good news as
naturally as the English talk about the weather and the South Africans
about rugby football! _ i

Second, [ spoke about the message of these early Christians. There
was nothing dulf and repetitive about it. It was expressed in everyday
language. It was clear and simple. But it was profound and thoughtful,
too, providing a firm basis for understanding the world and God and
marn, They did not rely on slogans; no three quick points or four spiritual
laws to make you a Christian. Their approach was varied and flexible,
but it always centered on Jesus, through whom the world will be judged.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever, but the roads to
him are infinitely varied. Those early Christians bent their minds to
understand ‘Jesus in all his many-sidedness; they took pains to under-
stand the fears and needs and hunger of the folk they lived among; and
then they tried to bring men with ail their varied needs, and Jesus with
all his varied resources together, as they urged people in no uncertain
terms to repent, believe, and be baptized into the church of Christ.

Third, I spoke of the methods of the early Christians in evangelism.
Their strategy was largely unseliconscicus, but they certainly worked
outwards in ever-widening circles from a live, warm center. They cer-
tainly consérved the resultant conversions with great pastoral care inio
a worldwide church; and they set out to enable spontaneous evangelism
t¢ occur by building up not merely disciples but witnesses.

1 ought to have made more clear my distinction between these
broad siragetic aims, and the methods or tactics they used to achieve
them. These were varied — preaching in synagogue and open air, visita-
tion, literature work, and so forth. T laid particular stress on four areas
which I believe have a great deal to teach us today: first, the sheer
impact of a vital Christian fellowship; second, the incalculable impor-
tance of open Christian homes; third, the determination of these early
Christians to relate their faith 1o the cuiture in which they lived; and
fourth, the immense value they set on pérsonal comversation about
Jesus as the prime way of winning others to him. '

S0 much fof my paper. Thank you so much for your commeris
and most helpful criticisms. I think it is best if I concentrate on four




174 LET THE EARTH HEAR HIS VOICE

main areas in reply: strategy, message, methods, and motivation.
1. Strategy

Many of you commented that my paper was thin on the strategy
of the early Christians. You are right. You see, I don’t believe they
hail much of a strategy. It has been argued by some theologians that
the Jewish Christians stayed working in Palestine because they hoped
that the Gentiles would flow to Mount Zion when Israel responded
t6 her Messiah; and that the (rentile mission of the Pauline church
believed that it would work the other way round, and if they concen-
trated on evangelizing the world Israel would then turn to Christ
within their lifetimes, and the Lotd would return. 1f Jewish and Gentile
missions had those strategies, then both were wrong! But 1 believe it
was much less cut and dried than this. Just think: which of the advances
in mission sprang from the planneis in Jerusalem? The Gospel spread
out in an apparently haphazard way as men obeyed the leading of the
Spirit, and went through the doors he opened. Mobody among the
apostolic circle said; “Let’s evangelize those hotrid Samaritans down
the road.” They never thought of it: and when one of their chief
cooks, a Greek-speaking fellow called Philip, got on with the job, they
were so surprised that they sent a commission of top people to make
sure that it was al OK. Nobody amofg the apostolic circle thought it
would be a good idea to tell the Good News to a colored eunuch from
Ethiopia, or run a crusade in the third city of the empire, Antioch,
or start a mission (o0 Europe. All these developmenis are specifically
attributed in Acts to the Holy Spirit who led men, usually very ordinary
men, little men, somstimes against their will even — and ceriainly
without the planning of their leaders, to break fresh ground in this
way. So while it is right to set our sights bigh, and aim to spread the
Gospel throughout the globe in this generation, we must rertember
that it is Christ, not Lausanne, that holds the key of David. It is he
alone who shuts and no man opens; who opens, and no man shuis,
We must not organize him out of the picture.

I sense two real dangers in this Congress in the whole area of
strategy, areas on which the early church can supply a corrective:

a. The danger of triumphalism. The impression that we alone among
Christians have the right message and the right know-how: let’s finish
the job. The sense that eificiency on the evangelistic pfoduction lines
will inevitably produce results. The precccupation with numbers. Are
we not dangerously activist, even Arminian? Have we forgotten the
appalling fall-out from shallow evangelism which is all too often man-

centered and need-oriented? Have we reflected that by success-measure-
ment techniques the Cross would be rated the greatest failure in his-
tory? | fear we evangelicals often look arrogant, seli-confident in our .

strategy and techniques. if so, we shall rightly in¢ur the judgment of God,

The church at Corinth was rather triumphalist. They thought they
had already arrived. And Paul uncompromisingly reminds them of the
Crass, niot merely in their message but as a way of life. Sarcastically he
chides this arrogant trivmphalism of theirs. “Already fulll Already rich!
Already entered upon your kingdom! | wish you had — so that we might
share it with you ... . We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are such
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wise Christians. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute, Right up
g‘lll.rkllow we are hungry, thirsty, ilkclothed, buffeted about, homeless.
i % ma‘llvz:lg)efc%gz‘ne the refuse of the _world, the off-scouring of all.thing's”

The theology of crucifixion {of the messengers no less than the mes-
S'flg_e)_must never be elbowed out by the theclogy of triumph - this
side of heaven. Let us beware of this subtle danger.

-_b. T‘he‘ danger of isolating evangelism. Don’t misunderstand me, Evan-
gehsm is the church’s first priority. I pray that Lausanne will'. reeall
evangehs_m.to the top of the church’s agenda. But you cannot isolate
the préaching of Good News, without destroying the Good News itself
Y'Qu cannot remain true to the New Testament and say, “Evangelism ié
prieary: fe{IOWSh;p, worship, and service are quite distinct and nothing
to do with it.” No, What God has joined togetlier we are not at liberty
to put asunder. We are called to be the chirch as well as proclaim the
G(.’Od News: the two are inextricably connected. It was when the wor-
$hip, the tea_chmg, the prayer, the fellowship of the éarliest church at
Jerusaleim wa'is so hot, that God added daily to their number.. The end
of Acts 5 brings us almost to a revival situation in Jerusalem . . . and
then comes Acts 6, with a little matter of social justice and fellov;ship'

They cquld so easily have brushed it aside and said, “Don't fuss.
about the widows: let’s get on with the preaching. That is what matters.”
If 'they had done that, God's Spirit- would have been grieved, the fellov;‘—
ship --wou_ld have been ruined, and the outreach would have cedsed to
be eff'ectxve. People would no longer have been ¢onverted into an unjust
unloving Chu[‘C!’l. Or think of the church at Antioch. The church whic};
launchgd _the first missionary journey overseas, the church which first
wl;)n thg 1?1_clr.rwune‘“(Zlnristcian” because its members were always talking
Zf?:lst 1ife_ris-t — this chur.ch made such an impact because of the quality

B1shgp Dain has already reminded us of the reality of their worship
and their sacrifices. Notice also two otheér things about that church
It-has a remarkable felfowship. Master and slave ate together. Jew -an(i'
Gt_'eek ate t‘ogether: unparalleled in the ancient world. Their fellow-
ship was so vital that their leadership could be drawn from different
races and cultures and colors and classes. Here was a fellowship in
Chrigt which transcended all natural groupings and barriers. There was
notl;t)ng likci}t anywhere — and there 5till isn’t, .

“Don’t tell me that fellowship is not in itself an evangelisti 2ncy!
Of course it is. And the same applies to the social cohcgfnm;iczfgggﬂ
It-'was 80° h}rely that ‘they had a collection for Christiatis hundreds of
miles away in Jerusalem who had used up their capital by pooling it in
community living. They might have said, "We are not sure theéy are
soqnd_..”l"hey are deplorably High Chirch in their practices, their cir
cumeision, their law-keeping.” But they said nothing of the sort. They
gave %nstead. This church-at Antioch which is the fountain-head of

Qhrlstran mission combined gossiping Jesus at homie and backing mis-
sions overseas with a freedom in worship, 2 depth in fellowship, and ‘a
practical social. concern. which embodied the message they prociaimed.
So, you see, it is not enough to say that social action should be the fruit
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of Gospel preaching: sometimes it is not; as Latin - America -knows
all too well. But in a profound sense the church’s soeialconcern; worship:
and fetlowship either demonstrate of deny the message that is-preached.
We cannot escape from the fact that the church is itseli part of the

kerygma.

Let me put t
proclamation when we
Ruitmann. He is not intereste
of Jesus, for that, he thinks, i5 B
shrunk to a formula of justification,
to Le believed in faith — then a man will:find authentic existence.
Mot many here would go along with that. But-are -we. not in. danger. of

doing the very same thing? We tend to isolate what we call the. Gdspel
trom what Jesus called the Kingdom of God. How -mmghhave. - we
Mot much,. It ds:not-out-lag:

heard here about the Kingdom of God?.
guage. But it was Jesus® prime conceri. He came. to show-that:Gods:
kingly rule had broken in to our. world: it Do longerriay-entirely Rt
the future, but was partly realized in-him andthose: whio-sfollowed
him. The Good News of the Kingdom was -both-._preachedr-by";les‘ﬂs1and‘
emnbodied by him. Both were essential: Neithier -was - secofidary. S¢-
it must be with us. Our life-style, our - attitudes, our. coneern:fot: the:
sick and the suffering, the onder-priviléged : and. -the shitingryyy either:
confirm or deny the message: of - salvation; of - wihioleness; wiichi-we
proclaim. Let us beware of separat_ing_p‘roclamation froni:lifex Remem: .
ber that the church is the sign of God’s Kingdom-.in:»ourwwoﬂd;«nc}t
just the body of folk who talk about it! . '
2. Message ' o
There are a couple of poinis 1 must briefly touch on-in:the-are2
of the message of these early Christians. _ s o
a. The place of the Creator, Often in current evangelisin: we pre-
sent Jesus almost as a washing powder who washes whiter;: o as.4 .
trip to end all trips. We isolate experience from truth; We-=leave-a
holy Creator God out of the picture.- We must.not
low converts will keep their
their thinking about daily life.
be untrue to the Gospel and
atheistic and polytheistic situations, at Lystra;, at Athens:
they prefaced their preaching about -Jesus by establishing-th
of the infinite, pessonal, holy God who created both! thie iworld-and
man, the God who is our sustainer and our--goal. God:i
less than Redeemer. Daily work is as much ‘his _concerfrias. Sunday
worship. Creation at the beginning, redemption at- the middlé; and tht
new creation at the end are three. aspects of the ‘Gospel: of “salvation

which hang together.
Christians don’t integrate their faith with their. daily;
We leave out the end, heaven and hell, and wonder «why. Chiistians

. are so earthbound and pagans SO unmoved. 3
b. The place of Flexibility. There was
responses that 1 was opening the door to-syncret
simply mean that there are hun

his another way. We see the -danger - of isolating the -
look at the work and the influence -of-Rudolt+
d in the life, the healings, the teaching .
ot the Gospek The Gospel has:béen
proclaimed with authority.-and

We must not do it Aot ithisswonld

the - feat: in, some: of ~your

do- itz of -our: shal-.
religious faith carefully insulatedcfiom :
its early preachers. Remembei: How AL
at: Romie;:
ereality’

Cieator 10 -

Yet we leave out creation, and-:wondep: -why.
workday: lives.

jsmn; Nt ateallil
dreds of roads. to Jesus Chifists Don't:
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confin G
ietur :S_ {?u;;iffbti;hone. Th'g. New Testament writers used masses of
liberation, marri » New vision, wholeness, joining up in a neV\;\ y
Chuist int!o th rllailége with Christ, being drowned in. Christ, wel e
the classic att'et de. Thgy used fear, love, faith, and hope, _e fc N
aventios 1o Jesl u ;-s‘to I:fe they found in different types of pe Olu rof
Old Testamentu& esus himsell did not begin with heavy te:J{t‘?fI(‘)cl»J > ;115
people were ‘;fi?liucg as he respected its authority. He started f:ht .
farming, and 'so on ifl gﬁieﬁncf m; ﬁbo.ut ploughing, cooking ﬁshi;ge
face up to- the myst o lead them {o the place where they would
ibility. ystery of the Kingdom of God. We need qual flex-
Now I am a fly fi |
; y fisherman. 1 jove th y
noth ] . e March Bro .-
ot S i 1 e e M Bt et
fly, and o log the water in September.with my March %Se -
enéd agamst Iﬁnotl;;ng', I could conclude that the fish were all ]I;‘)W;ln
change my fly! yThO ering, that they would never respond. Or I arl‘
by transla¥in g} .the 'eét (;:p:}h?;fi Thean ;:yfflexibility. This is ;?hat I (r:rz):ag
I L g o thought-forms peopl is
wﬁ’;::f; 'gm}lel]t'mg the world set the agendal?.Y%S Illlsfx;ewrtl:}atf“m vhat
o rma;vcs, me.nta.lly and, spiritually, before you can shmd hO'm
phrenich ot es to his life, It is not much good talking o aowh' o
much good shgle"gon — what he needs is to be integrated Itsfs ;?0;
is his substitute :mg tgemgfosglag’rued wtjth domonic forces that Chri(;t
which will h : )  True, but not that part
Conque‘:{ég 1:;;;: glmta]‘. that point. He needs to know I::h.at %fh:i};f .tru;}:h
over them’in " ?: stripped off principalities and powers and triun:sl: H
Christ in your fn es;Z;:Ignil v;rg:dt,h be totally committed to the bié}li:sg
flexi ’ ¢ way you. pres i ‘
m?&gi;. .Ill’lzrnsoglally, I have found that I can getpin \?:;y t:el:;il b? pvwet
freedom and lféi‘ dcllsoC u;;mn Otf “‘\;Vhat is the point of iiVng'?’y “"?Vlil:tmg
do i P . u ’??= it? “Is violence ines | g W
es It mean to be human?” “What is the meaning zfcﬁf‘f‘é?ff‘ All E:gsat
: e

are questl()llén Of our age, at ally rate 1 i ¥ county y ang l they a leﬂ
‘ 3 v

3. Methods

I do no ho
wore oy ‘tfa\gzr&t ;10 tila.y much about methods. The early -Christians
Wsite A e methods they used. We should be eguall
e e iy aggp on methods and technigues — but quite' tﬁron}i
o b durnmg passion to share Jesus with others insic;ge
manual on’the subjélclzt ?\:'V(?gldofikioir:)guirgda”“rigl;t, o diag 2
a. Personal canver:mtion Phiti ing att e Mowever:
s . - Philip- running after th in his
o ‘;(;t;{ f:aslll}lr gélgtt;’ng up the ]allm_-s who were chaineg tiuﬁfnh tll?ath?s
s way It spred . ‘ou haye done. it, I have done it, in cafes afr lan .
ot e esl’ l;,ars, on roads_;des, and so on. But when‘ thii) chei’
Pricled as.?t .d.dec.:omes a habit for Christians, it will make a po a:
P thé it i mhthe early (;hnrch. . power
Chron ! coil éga uout. herr:, a police inspector told me of one of his
oristian col ;g es who has recently been killed in Morthern 1 !
y dying from a bomb, the sergeant came up to him .“Sr:ragm}"
. e,
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id, *T’ : 1 to you about Jesus. T'm _going to meet h1m
s Sa%iﬁl[v:egfizh ttaiig:: oneyday?” Those were his dying wgrds, ;lirdl
?l?;;' led that sergeant to Christ. This was thc_me;}_lpdprgfsitt ;1;;»::5 -
the ancient world. It is effective as no other metho lr?diess e saos
individual need. ¥et we evangelicals pref;r to go to € A
on evangelism rather than do it! Or we kid ourselves tha
g e in a missi Heathrow Airport. Well
helped in a-mission near ke port.
oveg ?Sgﬁpgzgﬁigtgave Eome to Christ, and they are busy chatting to
ir fri 5 Lord. S o '
thﬂz)ffi:r? 2;: b\f;;:l;,rthgets rung up by a young Christian wh(?‘ is act\_lglli“y
talking at thai moment. to.a non-Christian frlepd. He says, t&iy'qinwthaé
“what do 1 say td a. chap who says ;hisi:?” }13 it ﬁ;lrg;;;;;ng ‘
i plé Aré coming to the Lord eve - _
congbrecg)221;> I:Iiffv(:}:}’fﬁhléﬁzﬁrggely discredited in 'i:lhckmam-_lgleégl;?;chses
. ays, but why? The Pentecoslta s know its g - 5
Q?dth; “;gii;[‘llf iﬁhflirgh;'rherc 13; a lovely description of an open air ;1;
. hF ; century writing, the Clementine Recognitions. 1 think Iy.ou \;r?o?he
ant'olr it. (1 sgll now read parts of p. 198-and 1_99 of Evange m{: slee he
Z‘ajrl}: C'hurch.) Let us develop this method again. When Iieosit g
coming out of the church into the street they will begin 0
takecngt‘;;; .hfe Do you recall how in the Corinthian assembly :g';irgm;;
brou;;ht his hymn, his prophecy, his prayer? Well, I.f\:ﬁs '-‘ll?‘?e wor%hip
an Anglican church like that recently. It was very . of. Tho worshtp
s lovely — led not by an organ bul by an orchestr A
gierhead screens were used for the .choruSes;' two contlfa.sfr ogm o
carefully prepared’ testimonies wefe gIven; praise can;;:ompthe m el
r the building; the prayers were. based ob cuttings T e
oy . and at the -end, after the call to repentance and faith, ¢
Pame. ound the pews and T asked every Christian to counsel the pggsole
giatgfgrnext to him. It went on for about ?;o ggléiz, gggyn:;n% hgistpin
Lord. Even more important, the - 1
Sl?::cc}‘}:?lrtcllllewas mobilized. They expect, amdﬁtheg1 gtﬁz c;c;?geréshg?;g; .
meetings. This was a prme way , i
sti]lcgé.ﬁf(;;?ijst tell yfu about the development of one I've been involved
" rtftc eél;gi:n fast Christmas when a couple came to-churcl;1 a(f; ‘ﬁlszlé
annual visit. 1 happened to- be-preaching, and G(Zlddiilslgs;s iave used
it to them. They wrote and asked me to come ai s ol v
;the‘r)n I found that Brian, the man, had 1nv1tect11 télsf adugo.ig s('zarting
sister. was o ready-made home meeting. We ad four hours, &
ﬁ:ﬁntl}ai existence f)f God and ending on ca?mmltme:q{dto Ch‘r;'ilsgs gg
agreed to meet again. By the next time, Brian, a bg!d er, had asked
Christ inte bis life. His wife and accountant brother di a?c;g S e
wards. The sister is still not there yet. We have ha}(ll sever L o
in the past weeks, and then three days ago they threw op e
d e-a supper party for their friends to meet me an ?1 bos
Yo ga’}:hree from that supper are how interested and the Bible sbu 3;
;ﬁi; which will now include his mother who came to the Lord abou
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two weeks ago. The value of the house meeting, the chance for dialogue,
the friendly atmosphere, the joy of discovery, the chain reaction is
clear to see. That's what they realized in the early Church. :

e, Neutral ground. How ecan we come out of the ghetto and be seen
on neutral ground? How can we be a Paul in the school of Tyrannus,
a Justin outside the baths of Rome? I do not-know. I love taking a public
kall for a debate with a local atheist, and giving plenty of chance for
the Christians on the floor to bear-testimony. I love: holding dialogue
with university students outside on the grass; or in the bar of the student
union. The lunch break in a factory sometimes gives opportunities.
What I do know is that we must, like the early Christians, find ways of
coming out into the neutral ground, and let our Gospel be heard, dis-
cussed, and argued over by those who at present dismiss it or are
ignorant of it. :

T would like to dwell on other facets of the early Church in evange-
lism - their joyful sense of discovery, their expectation that the Holy
Spirit would really change lives, their self-sacrifice and willingness for
persecution, their dependence on the message of the Scriptures and
prayer. I would like to speak of the need for research centers in differ-
ent parts of the world, such as they already have in India, to help Chris-
tians in the area think through the perilous but necessary task of trans-
lating the Gospel without diluting it. But time does not allow. I end
with a few words on:

4. Motivation

I neglected this vital area in my paper, and some of you asked how
we could motivate Christians to share the Gospel. Make no mistake
about it. This is the key to the problem of continuous outreach. If this
could be burnt in on our souls, a Congress like this would not be neces-
sary. I think the early Christians would answer something Iike this if
we asked them why they did not iose heart.

a. The example of God who cared so much that he sent his Son
o be a missionary to our world. :

b. The iove of Christ that grips us. He went to the Cross for us. He
tells us to go and pass it on. Evangelism is the obedient response to
the love of Christ which has gripped us.

¢. The gift of the Spirit, who is specifically given us for witness
bearing. The task of world evangelization and the equipment of the
Holy Spirit are the two characteristics Jesus gave of the time between
his ascension and his return.

So the early Christians would ground their evangelism fairly and
squargly in the nature of the triune God. At his heart. lies mission,
But they had three other reasons which drove them on.

a. The privilege of being Christ’s ambassador, the representative
of the King of Kings. We have received this ministry. Amazing privilege!

b. The need of those without Christ. This rings through the New
Testament and the early fathers. Like Bishop Dain, it was when I realized
that men without God were lost now and would be lost forever — even
nice folk, even my family and friends — that I vowed that T would burn

up-my one life in telling others of the fabulous Good News that Jesus
has brought to our world.
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£ it; It radiates-out from the Ne:r
i v Christians in prison;

is infectious. You could put these

Tegttlr;en;;l;; ;—fr;ises. You could tell them to shut up, and thi/h;agiee}g

E'Hill the tgiore Persecute them, and they. spread tl:tmr'messa%ie l;lled et

‘: wn, Kill th.e'm, and they went to their deaths with joy, an ((:: e this

boiessings on their murderers. That is why 1 woqld not ee;rth ige s

business of spreading the Gospel for any occupation on t.tcrl .fulﬁlling.

enor-rﬁoué privilege. 1t is desperately peeded. And }t is utterly ful

Tvis .'what_ we were made for. . . .

¢ Lastly, there is the sheer joy ©
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It is readily admitted that the evangel — the Gospel — is the central
message of the New Testament. Historically, the church has believed
with considerable consistency and fervor that God has dealt effective-
ly and adequately in Christ Jesus — his life, death, resurrection and
enthronement — with the sins and sin of mankind and provided an
eternal salvation for all who will believe. )

The Gospel is God-wrought in history. It is revelation-given for
history. It is absolate, perfect, and final. Therefore the Gospel message
is one and abiding. The method of the dissemination of the Gospel

“and the practices of proclamation are man-related and therefore are

relative. They are conditioned by the messenger and the psychology and
sociology of the people to whom the Gospel is being proclaimed. The
methods of operation and the patterns of communication vary greatly.
Methods are people-related. The Bible therefore does not lay down ab-
solute patterns and methods in evangelism. _ ' _

Because of this, a method which may be very effective at one time,
at one place, among one people, may not be effective at another time,
another place, another people. In fact, it may prove disadvantageous
if not disastrous. Therefore, & method-bound movement cannot become
an effective world movement. Neither can it last very Jong. It will soon
be relegated to the outdated and the outworn, We do not need renewal
of the Gospel, but we do need continucus renewal of methodology to
communicate the age-old Gospel in an intelligible, meaningful, and
purposeful manner, _

Methodology must also be distinguished from abiding principles
and ideals in evangelism. The Gospel must be orally communicated,
the Gospel must be demonstrated in life and action, the Gospel appeal
must be made personal, it must be made intelligible, meaningful, attrac-
tive, persuasive, and inviting. Man must be confronted. Gospel com-
munication must be preaching and speaking for a verdict, These are
principles of Gospel communication. They are qualities of communica-
tion and are biblically constant. '

Whether such communication is in the form of private conversa-
tion, public proclamation, group teaching, or door-to-door witnessing
is not the important question., There is a quality which rings out the
genuineness of the Gospel, reality of experience, and depth of conviction
and concern.

In contrast to this, methodology is only a quantitative vehicle to
make known the Gospel relevantly, effectively, and attractively. There




